Ligoniel Primary School

 Learning Environment Policy 

At Ligoniel Primary school we aim to provide a consistently high standard in our approach to the organisation of the learning environment. We believe in placing the needs of our children at the heart of this policy.
This policy makes clear our expectation for the organisation of the learning environment at Ligoniel Primary School and underpins our vision of being a quality learning community where expectations are high and children make good progress. Consistency is essential for ensuring our pupils develop effectively as independent and self-reflective learners and experience a smooth and progressive learning journey throughout their time in school. 
Children learn well in uncluttered, well-organised and organisationally flexible learning environments. The learning environment should challenge, celebrate and facilitate learning, encouraging independence across the entire primary age range. All rooms should be a stimulating and ‘language-rich environment’. Displays, books and resources should be well organised, clearly labelled (using ICT) and accessible to children. 
On Display in most classrooms;
· clear written evacuation procedures

· any medical plans e.g. epilepsy plan – zip wallets with inhalers displayed for easy access
· class rules displayed or an agreed ‘Code of Conduct’. These should be worded positively 
· A list of ages specific consequences

· classroom monitor systems e.g. break monitors etc.

· an obvious positive behaviour system in each class – a star chart/marble jar or similar

· RUCSAC display / Mental Maths Strategies
· Comprehension and Reading Strategies (in P3+ classes)

· A system to illustrate consequences for negative behaviours e.g. traffic lights
· Information about timetables, groups and routines e.g. a reading task board

· UICT vocabulary

and where age appropriate

· school council details
· a marking code/feedback code

· a labelled suggestion or worry box
Displays of work should be
· interactive and contributed to by the children,

· changed frequently (work should be no more that 3 months old) 

· be labelled and reflect learning intentions and/or success criteria

· identify the child or children who created it 
Displays and resources should always reflect the diversity of our school community as well as the wider world. 

Presentation of Displays
Displays should always be accompanied by labels which explain the context of the work. Displays should always be accompanied by the objective for learning. Finished work displayed should be the best that an individual can achieve and it should be largely free from errors. Emergent writing and work in progress are also valuable for display and need to be labelled as such so the context is understood. The pupil’s name and date should be on or near the work. 
Displays should be interactive and there should be opportunities for pupils to lead and contribute to display content, organisation and themes. Displays should provide a wide range of sensory experiences and support pupils who will have a varied range of learning styles. 
Classroom Organisation 
All areas should be kept tidy and free from rubbish, piles of paper and random pieces of equipment etc. Surfaces should only ever be covered with labelled resources or 3D display. 

Furniture use should fit the purpose (e.g. for whole class shared writing all pupils should have an unobstructed view of the whiteboard) and furniture should be arranged flexibly, with pupils trained on how to safely and efficiently reorganise furniture as required. 

All people using the classroom need to be able to move comfortably around the space. All people using the classroom should have their own place for resources and filing. 

Any teacher or pupil resources and equipment should be clearly labelled (ICT produced) or labelled by pupils. Windows and window ledges should be kept clear of resources, and display, to allow maximum natural light into rooms. Children should be able to access books and resources independently from labelled and accessible central classroom storage. 

Allocation of notice boards

	Location
	Topic
	Renewed

	Entrance hall
	Parent information, PTA, Extended schools & staff
	As necessary

	Foyer Large
	Mission Statement and vision
	Once a year

	Outside Principals’ office

Large
	Celebrating children

· Pupil of the week

· School council

· Prefects

· ECO council
· Principal’s Board
	 As necessary

	Outside Principals’ office- Small
	Safe guarding and Child Protection
	As necessary

	Outside long store
	1 Attendance and Principal’s award
2 Literacy 

3 Numeracy
	Monthly

	Outside toilets
	Year 1 display
	Once a half term

	Staff room
	Medical information
	As necessary

	Staff room
	Coordinators
	As necessary

	Staff room
	Calendar of events
	As necessary

	Outside room Y2
	Year 2 display
	Once a half term

	Outside room Y5
	Year 5 display
	Once a half term

	Outside room Y3
	Year 3 display
	Once a half term

	Outside room Y4
	Year 4 display
	Once a half term

	Outside Assembly Hall
	Rolling Board – classes & key coordinators
	Bimonthly

	Turn of the stairs
	Values
	As necessary

	Assembly hall – back 1
	Eco Schools
	As necessary

	Assembly hall – back 2
	Year 7 display
	Once a half term

	Assembly hall – side
	Year 6 display
	Once a half term

	Assembly hall - front
	Class rules
	As necessary


Updated March 2018

3

